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Our Reading Provision
At our school, we are committed to ensuring that every child becomes a confident, fluent and enthusiastic reader. Our approach follows a clear progression from high-quality phonics teaching to advanced comprehension skills, guided by the Reading Framework (2023). Our curriculum is rooted in the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, celebrating the dignity of every person and encouraging compassion, curiosity and respect. We also aim to build each child's cultural capital, giving them rich and meaningful experiences through a diverse range of literature.
Early Reading: Little Wandle Phonics
In the Early Years and Key Stage 1, children follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised phonics programme. This provides:
· Daily, systematic phonics lessons
· A strong focus on decoding, blending and segmenting skills
· Fully decodable reading books matched precisely to each child’s phonics stage
· Regular assessment to ensure timely support
This structured approach builds the foundations of fluent and confident reading.
Developing Comprehension: VIPERS
As pupils become more fluent readers, we use VIPERS to develop their comprehension:
· Vocabulary
· Inference
· Prediction
· Explanation
· Retrieval
· Sequence / Summarise
VIPERS helps children deepen their understanding, think critically and discuss texts with confidence.

Following the Reading Framework (2023)
Our reading curriculum aligns with national guidance to ensure:
· A language-rich reading environment
· Daily reading aloud of ambitious, diverse texts
· Clear progression from phonics to advanced comprehension
Catholic Social Teaching Through Reading
Our chosen texts reflect the values of Catholic Social Teaching, exploring themes such as:
· The dignity of the human person
· Solidarity and the common good
· Justice, peace and stewardship
· Care for our communities and the wider world
This helps children develop empathy, moral understanding and a sense of responsibility.
Building Cultural Capital
We offer a wide range of high-quality literature—classic and modern, fiction and non-fiction, from varied cultures and perspectives—to broaden each child’s understanding of the world and nurture their identity, curiosity and imagination.
Monthly Reading Challenges
To spark excitement and motivation, we hold Monthly Reading Challenges.
These fun, age-appropriate challenges encourage children to read widely, explore new genres and share their favourite books. They help build positive reading habits and celebrate children’s achievements throughout the year.
Drop Everything and Read (DEAR)
We take part in Drop Everything and Read, where the whole school pauses at a chosen time simply to read.
This creates a calm, joyful atmosphere around reading, showing children that reading is both important and enjoyable.
Volunteer Readers
We are blessed with a dedicated team of volunteer readers who support reading across the school.
They spend time listening to children read, helping them practise fluency and build confidence. Their support strengthens our reading community and ensures every child receives valuable one-to-one attention.
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