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Music: Progression from Reception to Year 6
At our Catholic school, we follow the KAPOW Primary Music scheme to provide a clear, engaging progression of musical learning from Reception to Year 6. Our music curriculum not only develops musical skills but also reflects our Catholic Social Teaching values.
In the Early Years (Reception), children explore music through play and imagination. They learn to listen carefully, share instruments and enjoy making music together—laying the foundations for collaboration, joy and respect for God’s creation.
In Key Stage 1 (Years 1–2), pupils begin developing their musical vocabulary and skills. They learn to keep a beat, recognise rhythms, and sing with increasing control. Working together supports values of community and participation.
In Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3–4), children build on their foundations through reading simple notation, composing longer pieces and exploring a wider range of musical traditions. They learn to appreciate and respect music from different cultures, fostering solidarity and an understanding of the richness of the wider world.
In Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5–6), pupils refine their musical abilities with growing independence. They perform with expression, compose more complex pieces and develop an understanding of music across history and cultures. Through group work, performances and reflection, they learn to use their talents in service of others, supporting the CST principles of the common good and the dignity of each person.
Throughout all year groups, KAPOW ensures that children learn to listen, perform, compose and appreciate music in a way that builds confidence, creativity and a sense of belonging. As a Catholic school, we see music as a way for children to celebrate their God-given talents and contribute joyfully to our school community.  Through regular opportunities to perform in a range of events—such as masses, assemblies, concerts and community celebrations —children develop confidence, teamwork and a sense of pride in their achievements. Performing allows them to apply and share the musical skills they have learned, helping them grow as expressive, disciplined and resilient learners. Equally, experiencing music as part of an audience nurtures active listening, appreciation of others’ talents, and an understanding of performance etiquette. Together, these experiences support children in becoming well-rounded musicians who value both their own contributions and the creative efforts of their peers.
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