Science at St Anne’s Catholic Primary School
Our Vision
My name is Aletha Saunders and I am proud to lead Science at St Anne’s! I have been teaching for over twelve years and continue to be inspired by Professor Brian Cox’s words:
 “Science is beautiful because it helps us understand the amazing world we live in.”
This perfectly captures what we aim for every child to experience in their science learning: wonder, curiosity, purpose and joy. As a Catholic school, we help children to appreciate the beauty and order of God’s creation while developing a deep sense of responsibility for caring for our common home. Through hands-on learning, investigation and discovery, we encourage all pupils to Believe, Achieve and Thrive.
Recently, we introduced our Science Ambassador Programme, giving children opportunities to lead experiments, support STEM events and champion science across the school — nurturing enthusiastic, confident young scientists who feel valued, inspired and excited to learn.

Our Science Curriculum
A Knowledge-Rich, Ambitious and Inclusive Curriculum
Science at St Anne’s is dynamic, engaging and deliberately knowledge rich, ensuring pupils secure the key ideas, vocabulary and understanding they need to progress through the primary phase and beyond. Knowledge is balanced with essential scientific skills — questioning, observing, predicting, testing, researching and evaluating — helping children work and think like scientists.
Our curriculum is intentionally ambitious and designed to give every child the opportunity to succeed. Learning is tailored to the needs of our pupils, rooted in our Catholic ethos and enriched by the unique opportunities provided by our central London location.
 From exploring habitats in local parks to analysing materials in world-class museums, our local environment brings science to life and connects learning to the real world.

Curriculum Design: Progression, Continuity and Consistency
At St Anne’s, we use the Kapow Primary Science scheme to ensure our curriculum is:
✓ Fully aligned with National Curriculum expectations
Kapow provides comprehensive coverage of all statutory units and scientific enquiry skills, ensuring pupils meet — and often exceed — age-related expectations.
✓ Carefully sequenced for progression
Learning follows a clear, spiral progression where key ideas are revisited, deepened and applied across the years. This helps pupils build secure conceptual understanding and strengthens long-term retention.
✓ Consistent and coherent across year groups
Kapow supports teachers with high-quality planning, clear explanations, robust subject knowledge and common structures, ensuring continuity of teaching and learning.
✓ Rich in vocabulary development
We use a structured three-tier vocabulary model (Beck & McKeown) to introduce and revisit scientific terminology, enabling pupils to communicate with precision and deepen their understanding.

SEND and Inclusive Provision in Science
At St Anne’s, we believe that every child should enjoy and achieve in science.
The Kapow scheme includes comprehensive, built-in SEND guidance to ensure learning is accessible for all. This includes:
· Adaptive teaching suggestions in every lesson
· Scaffolding and cognitive load reduction
· Multi-sensory approaches and varied activities
· Consistent lesson structures for predictability
· Opportunities for overlearning and concept reinforcement
· Support for high-quality teaching even where additional adults may not be available
This ensures that every pupil — including those with SEND — can participate meaningfully, achieve success and develop confidence as a scientist.

Leadership and Pupil Engagement
The Science Ambassador Programme is a key part of our subject identity. Ambassadors:
· Lead experiments and demonstrations
· Support science days and STEM events
· Promote eco-initiatives
· Act as role models for curiosity, resilience and stewardship of creation
This initiative gives pupils a sense of pride, ownership and leadership, contributing to a vibrant science culture across the school.

Recommended Science Books
To enrich learning and nurture a love of science, we recommend high-quality texts across the phases:
Early Years / KS1
· Ada Twist, Scientist – Andrea Beaty
· Look Inside Science – Usborne (Katie Daynes)
KS1 / Lower KS2
· The Usborne Book of Science Activities – Rebecca Gilpin & Others
Lower / Upper KS2
· Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World – Rachel Ignotofsky
· Science: A Children’s Encyclopedia – DK & Smithsonian

Our Commitment
Above all, our approach to science ensures that children at St Anne’s:
· See themselves as capable, inquisitive scientists
· Receive a curriculum that is knowledge-rich, skills-balanced and experience-deepened
· Benefit from progressive, high-quality teaching supported by Kapow Primary
· Develop a love of discovery rooted in our Catholic understanding of the wonder of God’s creation
· Are equipped with the curiosity, knowledge and confidence to question the world around them
At St Anne’s, science is not only a subject — it is a journey of discovery.
 A journey where every child is encouraged to Believe, Achieve and Thrive.


