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St Anne’s Catholic Primary School 
Prayer and Liturgy (Collective Worship) Policy 
1. Context 
At St. Anne’s, the celebration of Collective Worship is integral to our school ethos and community.  Like faithful Saint Anne, we support the children know and love God through meaningful experiences of prayer and liturgy.  Our Mission Statement is central to supporting this. 
2. Mission Statement 
At St Anne’s our mission is to: 
Help all to develop a closer personal relationship with Christ; 
Live by, teach and respect the values of the Catholic Church; 
Promote honesty, respect, justice, tolerance, kindness and forgiveness. 
Provide a welcoming, safe, loving and caring environment; 
Treat everyone equally; 
Celebrate cultural diversity and the uniqueness of the individual; 
Teach our children to look after their world; 
Encourage them to be responsible, independent, enthusiastic learners and do their best at all times; 
Encourage them to develop their talents; 
Offer high-quality teaching through a creative, fun, challenging and broad curriculum; Work in partnership with families, governors, the parish and the wider community. 
3. Introduction  
‘The celebration of Catholic liturgies and prayers as an integral part of the learning and teaching should enable  the school community to become reflective, experience the presence of God and should develop a mature spiritual life.’  (Christ at the Centre, 2005) 
Collective Worship at St Anne’s Catholic Primary School acknowledges and celebrates the life-giving presence of the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) in our lives.  It is how we, as a community of faith, come together to give glory, honour, praise and thanks to God.  It is through these acts of shared worship, prayer and liturgy that we shape, develop and sustain the Catholic identity of our school. 
Sacramental aspects of the Church’s liturgical life, especially the Eucharist and the sacrament of reconciliation are intrinsically woven in to the fabric of the school’s Catholic identity.  Our school has a schedule of liturgical events which include planned for participation in Mass and other Eucharistic liturgies such as Adoration, and the opportunity for members to participate in the sacrament of reconciliation during the season of Advent and Lent. 
4. Legal requirements 
The law requires all maintained schools:  
· to provide daily Collective Worship for all pupils including those in the sixth form (Section 70, 1988 
Education Act); [in a Catholic school, daily Collective Worship is referred to as Prayer and Liturgy] 
· to ensure Acts of Collective Worship are not to be designated curriculum time. In the context of 
the Catholic school this means that times of Collective Worship are not considered to be part of the allocation of curriculum time for Religious Education;  
· to recognise and respect that parents have the legal right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship.  
In addition:  
· Foundation governors in voluntary aided Catholic schools have a statutory responsibility to preserve and develop the religious character of their schools;  
· Governors in Catholic academies give a written commitment to do the same. 
5. School Responsibility 
The headteacher is ultimately responsible for the implementation of the prayer and liturgy policy agreed by the governing body.  They will do this in collaboration with the Prayer and Liturgy lead and RE team. 
The Prayer and Liturgy lead is the named person responsible for organising Collective Worship throughout the school.  
They ensure that: 
· Prayer and Liturgy is organised, led, monitored and evaluated, providing relevant support and resources to staff as appropriate. 
· Collective Worship, in the form of prayer or liturgy happens for all pupils daily. 
· That all pupils are able to access the prayer and liturgy offered in school. 
· That Collective Worship is well-resourced. 
· Monitoring of Collective Worship demonstrates the impact of the school’s Catholic mission. 
6. Principles of Prayer and Worship 
Acts of Worship at St Anne’s endeavours to:  
· give praise and honour to God;  
· give pupils meaningful opportunities to engage in the Sacramental Life of the Church  
· give pupils positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and family context in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church.  
· be of high quality, fundamental to the life of our school and its Catholic character; 
· be examples of good practice, which should enable pupils to develop skills so that they can prepare, organise and lead Worship. 
7. The Aims of Prayer and Worship 
At St Anne’s, Collective Worship is planned to: 
· to contemplate the mystery of God;  
· to develop an understanding of Salvation History through meaningful engagement with the 
Eucharist and the sacrament of Reconciliation;  
· to reflect on spiritual and moral issues;  
· to foster and nurture relationships;  
· to respond to and to celebrate life; 
· to experience a sense of belonging and to develop community;  
· to nurture a common ethos and shared set of values;  
· to enrich religious experience; 
· to grow in liturgical understanding and development;  
· to reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition;  
· to seek appropriate responses to the love of God;  
· to take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’ 
PRAYER AND LITURGY AT ST ANNE’S CATHOLIC PRiMARY SCHOOL 
8. Prayer 
As a Catholic primary school collective worship plays a fundamental role in the daily life of our school, allowing us to join together as one in prayer and worship. 
Prayer is woven in to the daily life of our school through Collective Worship and our day-to-day routines.   
The school week begins with the whole school community saying our School Prayer on the playground, children, staff and parents together. 
Prayer is offered at the beginning and end of each day. 
Classes say Grace before and after meals. 
There is a focal point in each classroom that provides a focus for prayer. 
Prayers are also said during acts of collective worship and during RE lessons. 
A range of prayers are taught, including traditional prayers, and spontaneous prayer is encouraged too. 
Home-School prayer books in each class allow all children to have a turn of writing a prayer at home with members of their family, which is then shared in class.  These may be written in home languages, and may be a traditional prayer or one chosen by the child. 
The St. Anne’s Whole School Prayer book identifies which prayers are for each year group.This shows the progression of Prayer from Reception to Year 6.
The children are supported to understand that prayer is our way of talking to God, to developing our own personal relationship with Him, to ask Him for help and to keep us on the right path and to keep us safe. 
9. Overview of Collective Worship (Prayer and Liturgy) at St Anne’s Catholic Primary School Monday:  We gather together for school assembly in the school hall. Our focus is mostly to listen to the Gospel and think about God’s word and how we can put it in to action.  It can also link to the Liturgical year and we may learn more about the Saints, Holy Days, Church seasons, other faiths, and to pray, meditate and reflect. (15 mins) 
Tuesday:  Class worship.  Time for prayer and reflection, often led by the children and will include a range of prayer, reading from scripture, hymn or reflective music. (10 mins) 
Wednesday:  We celebrate the good work of the children on Wednesday during our Star of the Week assembly.  Spiritual Leaders also help us think about the Gospel for the week ahead and choose our ‘Liturgy Challenge’ winners for KS1 and KS2.  (15 mins) 
Thursday:  Class worship.  (10 mins) 
Friday:  Class assembly, planned, prepared and delivered by the children, along with their teacher, to which the parents are also invited.  It may focus on the current RE topic or other themes of learning and will incorporate prayer in an appropriate way.  Class worship takes place when there is no Friday class assembly. 
Class worship takes place on days when there is no whole school assembly.  This is time for prayer and reflection, often led by the children and supported by the teachers.  Class acts of worship will comprise a prayer, reflection, scripture and sometimes music. 
Reflection Journals in classrooms contain children’s planning and preparation for the class liturgies that they also prepare as part of their Rejoice lesson at the end of each RE unit. 
10. Pupil Leadership 
Pupils are supported to take a lead role in organising and leading prayer and times of worship  
Spiritual Leaders - our pupil prayer leaders support prayer and liturgy throughout the school in a variety of ways.  They announce the weekly Liturgy Challenge each week, outlining the key messages from the week’s Gospel reading, and picking out a winning entry.  They help in assemblies, lead the Rosary and support class worship. 
Mini Vinnies support with fundraising and how this enhances our help and support for others in line with taking care of those in need, and the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. 
11. Mass 
Mass is celebrated as a school and parish community at the start of each term and on Holy Days of Obligation.  Parents are invited to attend. 
Year 2 to Year 6 classes plan and participate in Masses during the year, often linked to the theme of their RE topic.  Parents are welcome to attend these Masses which take place in the Church.  Staff can seek support from the deputy head and the parish priest when planning Masses. 
In the summer term, our end of year Mass is dedicated to Saint Anne, and Year 6 participate in a Leavers’ Mass, to which their parents/family members are invited.   
12. Liturgical Services 
EY and KS1 classes plan and participate in prayer services which may take place in the hall or their classroom.  This takes the form of a more simplified order of service with gathering, scripture, prayer and a hymn.   
13. Reconciliation Services 
During Lent, Penitential Services are celebrated in school, led by Fr Gerald, one for EY and KS1 and one for KS2.  This is followed by the Sacrament of Reconciliation for KS2 children (Y4-Y6). 
14. Liturgies 
Throughout the year, to mark important events in the Church’s liturgical year, we have Masses or special service for occasions such as Harvest, Remembrance, the Feast of All Saints.  We also have a whole school Carol Service during Advent and we pray the Stations of the Cross during Lent.  We provide opportunities for Benediction/Adoration during Advent and Lent. 
15. Resources 
Each class has its own prayer focal area with cloth to match the liturgical year colours and a variety of items to support prayer and reflection.  Prayer tables display items to support prayer such as a cross/crucifix, Bible, Holy water, praying hands, rosary beads and other carefully chosen items as appropriate. 
16. Music 
Music and hymns enrich the celebration of assemblies, liturgies and Mass.  There are a range of resources in school. 
17. First Holy Communion 
Sacramental Education is planned and delivered by the Parish.  Communicants are specially celebrated at Mass towards the end of June, often on the Feast of St Peter and Paul. 
18. Monitoring and Evaluation 
The Prayer and Liturgy lead, responsible for collective worship, will monitor the delivery of collective worship to ensure it is of a high quality and in line with the traditions of the Catholic Church.  Monitoring allows opportunities for good practice to be identified, shared and celebrated. 
Monitoring will be carried out through learning walks , pupil voice and reviewing Prayer and Liturgy folders.
The school’s provision of worship is evaluated to consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils.   
Monitoring information will be reported to the Governing Body. 
 
 
 Reviewing
	Date agreed by governing board on:
June 2026
	Signature of Chair or Vice Chair

	Date agreed for review:
June 2027
	Frequency of Review
Annual 

	Review Responsibility                                              
Full Governing Board
	



 
St Anne’s Catholic Primary School 
Prayer and Liturgy (Collective Worship) Policy From September 2023 
St Anne’s Catholic Primary School 
Prayer and Liturgy (Collective Worship) Policy From September 2023 
St Anne’s Catholic Primary School 
Prayer and Liturgy (Collective Worship) Policy From June 2026
image1.jpg




